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Hello SNOBs! 

 2010 has started off pretty well.  Our meeting 

discussion on yeast starters and canning wort 

was very informative.  It’s great to see new 

members interested as the discussions get 

technical and somewhat theoretical.  It was great 

having Matt Cole and Andy Tveekrem there in 

our meeting adding their knowledge and 

expertise about growing up yeast.  I have to 

remind myself going forward to try to put some 

of what we talk about back into perspective of 

the beginning and casual homebrewer.  Often in 

our meeting discussions, we talk about the ideal 

techniques and equipment that you may not 

necessarily need to brew a good beer.  This is, 

after all, a hobby to most of us and it’s alright to 

start off without every wizzy gadget.  Part of the 

fun of homebrewing though, is planning that 

next upgrade.  Building up a yeast starter 

properly is a technique a homebrewer should 

want to learn pretty early in your experience and 

that’s what I was hope came across.  Healthy, 

viable yeast in enough quantity for the volume 

and original gravity will help you make a 

cleaner, better beer.  Don’t be afraid to ask 

questions during our meeting discussions or ask 

a fellow SNOB afterwards.  What we’re trying to 

do in our meetings is to have information 

someone from every level of expertise of 

brewing can learn from.   

 There are many local craft beer events in 

February.  You have your choice of two beer 

dinners on February 9th.  Buckeye Beer Engine 

has a beer dinner featuring brewery 

collaborations and Great Lakes Brewing 

Company has one of their Brewmaster’s dinners. 

You can take your special someone to either of 

those so that you can keep February 14th open to 

attend the opening of The Brew Kettle’s 

OgreFest.  Of course, OgreFest runs for more 

than a week in that the Brew Kettle’s taps will 

have a large variety of high gravity beers on tap 

until they run out.  We’re going to make this 

month’s SNOBs Nite Out Wednesday February 

17th at The Brew Kettle.  Fatheads Brewery and 

Saloon will hold their first beer dinner on 

February 15th.  Matt told me there will be 

something pretty rare at the dinner from a 

brewery whose beers are no longer available in 

Ohio on a regular basis.  On Sunday, February 

21st, Rock Bottom Brewery Cleveland will host 

its Winter Warmer Fest in the Powerhouse.  This 

is one of the better local beer fests with all of our 

local favorite breweries and I encourage you to 

come out for this.  If you haven’t had enough big 

beers by then, the Winking Lizard Independence 

location will be hosting a Barleywine Festival on 

February 27th.  Speaking of local events, Grumpy 

has expanded his daily specials at the 

Sachsenheim Hall.  Along with Taco Tuesday, 

we now have Wing Wednesday and Burger and 

Dog Thursday to look forward to.  Wings are by 

the pound on Wednesdays and there is a 

condiment bar with homemade items on 

Thursdays. 

 By now, you should have received a flier for 

Beer and No Sweat.  Encourage your friends and 

family to come along.  We do not have plans to 

stand out in the cold for hours this year, so it 

should be easier to talk someone else into 

coming along.  We have limited seats, so sign up 

quickly.   

Being an IT professional, I’ve been pretty 

comfortable using computer software to help my 

http://buckeyebeerengine.com/
http://www.greatlakesbrewing.com/communityBrewmasters.php
http://thebrewkettle.com/
http://www.fatheadscleveland.com/index.php
http://www.fatheadscleveland.com/index.php
http://www.rockbottom.com/cleveland/events
https://winkinglizard.com/rsvp/events/default.aspx


brewing.  I’ve owned ProMash since before I 

was a homebrewer.  It’s quite straightforward in 

recipe formulation.  It has several handy 

calculators like hop utilization, water chemistry 

and mash schedules.  Unfortunately, ProMash 

hasn’t had a software update since 2006.  As 

computers and zymurgy science evolve, I’m 

afraid ProMash won’t work on a newer operating 

system or there are new calculations it should 

perform.  I just purchased BeerSmith.  I don’t 

know too much about it other than I know it’s 

updated regularly.  I know there are SNOBs that 

use BeerSmith and know it pretty well.  We’ll 

talk about brewing software during our February 

meeting.  Besides ProMash and BeerSmith, we’ll 

talk about alternatives and mobile options.  Dan 

Kromke asked me a while ago how I’ve picked 

up so much homebrewing knowledge so 

quickly.  I’m a regular listener to both the Basic 

Brewing Radio and Brewing Network podcasts.  

James Spencer of Basic Brewing puts together a 

weekly free audio download on homebrewing 

topics.  He often has interviews the experts of 

craft and homebrewing.  Recently, he has teamed 

up on a series of experiments with Brew Your 

Own’s Chris Colby.  There is an archive of past 

shows, so I often go there when I’m researching 

a meeting topic or something I want to learn 

myself.  I guess the best way to describe The 

Brewing Network is that it is like a virtual 

homebrew club with an Internet radio studio. 

The shows are live fed and then archived as 

podcasts.  Jamil Zainasheff and John Palmer are 

regular contributors.  They have discussed 

homebrewing techniques and beer styles and 

often have professional brewers on their shows.  

There is more of a bar room atmosphere on The 

Brewing Network shows, so I wouldn’t advise 

listening to them around the kids or coworkers 

without headphones.  I find these podcasts to be 

a great supplement to books and magazines if 

you’re looking to learn more about our hobby.   

  As John wrote in the newsletter, I have 

started a Facebook group for SNOBs.  I hope for 

it to be both a place we can connect as a club to 

share info between meetings and as marketing 

device to hopefully bring in new membership.  

I’ll post club events and other information 

between newsletters there.  This isn’t a 

replacement for our website, which Dan Kromke 

manages expertly. This is just a communication 

and marketing tool to bring people to our website 

and our meetings. 

  As I announced during the January meeting, 

Dave Clark has requested that we enter the AHA 

Club-Only Competition for American Ales.  At 

least half a dozen SNOBs have already said they 

would like a chance to compete for this, so we 

will be having an American Ales competition as 

our March meeting.  For competitors, expect to 

bring in at least a gallon of beer so that everyone 

attending the meeting can judge.  Please let me 

or John Majetic know if you would like to 

participate with a Pale, Amber or Brown Ale.  

Last year, Paul Shick’s eisbock one our 

competition and then went on to be the best in 

show at the AHA competition for beers over 

1.080 OG.  After having quite a few Pales made 

by fellow SNOBs, I feel we could be competitive 

in this competition as well.   

  

Cheers, 

Mike Ontolchik 

 

 

 

SNOB’s Website 

http://www.beersnobs.org or http://www.beersnobs.net 
 

 
 S.N.O.B.’s Night Out – Wednesday, February 17th, at 7:00PM  

The Brew Kettle 

http://www.thebrewkettle.com/ 
8377 Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 44136-1637 

(440) 239-8788 

This is during Orgefest, which has a Huge amount of huge big beers, so bring your designated 

driver, and come on out, and support your local brewpub! 
 

http://www.promash.com/
http://www.beersmith.com/
http://www.basicbrewing.com/
http://www.basicbrewing.com/
http://www.thebrewingnetwork.com/
http://www.byo.com/blogs/blogger/Chris%20Colby/
http://www.facebook.com/#/group.php?gid=222320792103
http://www.beersnobs.org/
http://www.beersnobs.org/
http://www.beersnobs.net/


 

 

2010 Membership Dues 
Membership dues for 2010 are currently being collected by Tim McDonnell, treasurer.  The price of a SNOBS 

membership remains the same, still a bargain at only $30 for an Individual membership, $45 for a Dual 
membership.  So pay up you cheapskates!!! 
 
Included in the membership is admittance to the 3 (yes, count them) big SNOB events of the year:  Brew and 
Canoe (weekend camping event end of July), Oktobeerfest (weekend camping event end of September) and the 
catered SNOBS Christmas Party (December).  
 
The Membership form and event Waiver can be found at the end of the newsletter.  Dues can be paid to Tim at the 
next meeting or mailed to him at the address on the form. 

Beer and No Sweat 2010 
 Hey don’t forget to join us on March 6

th
 for our jaunt through some of Michigan’s finest breweries on our annual bus tour. 

We will be visiting Arcadia Brewing Company, Darkhorse Brewing Company, Jolly Pumpkin Cafe, and others. The cost is 

$135 for the Bus, the tasting at Jolly Pumpkin and the hotel for SNOB members, and $145 for non SNOBs. We have seats left 

so get your reservations in. We a have quite s few signed up, but so far only 5 have paid for the trip, so if you signed up, please 

bring your check to the meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report – January / February 
 

December Income   December Expenses  

Membership 285.00  Sachsenheim room rental 40.00 

Raffle 174.00    

 0.00    

     

Subtotal (December) $459.00  Subtotal (December) $40.00 

Tim McDonnell, Treasurer 

 

AHA American Ales Club-Only Competition 
So far we have 6 people entered to compete to see who will represent the SNOBs in the April AHA Club only competition. Therefore During 
the March meeting we will have a judging to decide whose ale is the one to represent us. 

 

Noted brewmaster Andy Tveekrem returns to Cleveland to pour his energies  into 
microbrewery  

By Michael Heaton, The Plain Dealer 
January 12, 2010, 2:00PM 

He's baaack. 

In November, rumors in the microbrew community started 
bubbling up. Certain sudserati had spotted legendary master 
brewer and former Akronite Andy Tveekrem sipping a few brews 
around town. Was he back visiting for the holidays? Or was 
something bigger brewing?  

Tveekrem is back in Cleveland. If all goes according to plan, 
there will be a new microbrewery and beer garden on West 25th 
Street come June. Tveekrem is joining Sam McNulty to create 
the Market Beer Garden directly across from McNulty's Bier 
Markt, just north of the West Side Market. McNulty also owns Bar 
Cento and Speakeasy, both of which are adjacent to the Bier 
Market.  

McNulty feels that landing Tveekrem for the new brewery 
project was destiny. "I was backpacking in Thailand," McNulty 
said. "I stopped in a bar in Bangkok that had Wi-Fi. I happened 
on a blog that said Andy was leaving Dogfish Head. I e-mailed 
my business partners right away and told them we have to get 
this guy. He does amazing things in the brew house."  

Tveekrem, 46, has moved back from Delaware, where he 
was the brewmaster for Dogfish Head Craft Brewery for the last 
five years. He and his wife, Vickie, who was a waitress at the 
Great Lakes Brewing Co. when he began his brewing career 
there, are renting in the Tremont neighborhood for the time 
being.  

"What is really exciting is the opportunity to see this through 
from A to Z, to design the brewery, install the equipment, 

http://www.arcadiaales.com/
http://www.darkhorsebrewery.com/index-entrance.asp
http://www.jollypumpkin.com/annarbor/
http://connect.cleveland.com/user/mheaton/index.html


formulate all the beer recipes, and then put them all out there for 
folks to enjoy," said Tveekrem.  

"I've formulated and brewed a variety of beers over the 
years, but never had the chance to do all of the beer list from 
scratch."  

Tveekrem grew up in Akron and earned a bachelor's degree 
in history from the College of Wooster. He also has a master's 
degree in history from Kent State University. He studied brewing 
at the Siebel Institute of Technology in Chicago.  

He began with Great Lakes Brewing Co. in 1991 and was 
brewmaster when he left in 2000. During his time there, Great 
Lakes went from producing 850 barrels a year to 18,000. Pat 
Conway is one of the founders of the company.  

"Andy is a talented brewmaster," said Conway. "He helped 
us transition into our ales and some other different beers than we 
had in the very beginning. We wish him well and hope things 
work out for him."  

After leaving Great Lakes, Tveekrem worked at Fredrick 
Brewing Co. in Maryland for four years, then moved to Dogfish 
Head. He is formulating his beer menu for the new brewery right 
now.  

"I tend to gravitate toward IPAs [India Pale Ales] and hoppy 
ales, although I'm also quite fond of hefeweizen and porters," 
Tveekrem said.  

"We'll have 10 all the time, with some of them being 
seasonals and novelties that come and go throughout the 
calendar year. So, eventually, we'll have 20 to 25 beers through 
the year. Maybe more as time goes on."  

Matt Cole is a partner and brewer at the Fathead Brewery 
and Saloon in North Olmsted. Tveekrem hired Cole when they 
both worked at Great Lakes.  

"In this business, it's lead, follow or get out of the way," said 
Cole. "Andy is a leader. He's creative and not afraid to try new 
things. He's been a beer ambassador for a lot of us in this 
business for a long time."  

The 6-foot-4 Tveekrem (the name is Norwegian) has 
become something of a striking, Viking presence in the West 
25th Street area since he moved back to Cleveland. There's one 
extra advantage to this new job at the Market Garden Brewery.  
"I can walk to work," he said.  

 

Society (of) Northeast Ohio Brewers 

2010 Officers and Chairpersons

President:  Mike Ontolchik     montolchik@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President:  Brian Wright   briandwright@mac.com 
 

Secretary/Newsletter: John Majetic                           
                                                       kingsnob@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  Tim McDonnell      mackbuilders@msn.com 
 
Librarians:  Mark Goldfarb     hophead1@sbcglobal.net 
    Garin Wright    garin@buckeyebrewing.com 
 

January Raffle Donations. 
Sue Gordon  
 4 Beers, and a Bar Towel 
The Snobs  
 Bells Oberon. Great Divide Hercules 
Bob Courtemanche  
 Stella Cup & Knife, Killians Glass, and Openers 
The Kromkes  
 Beers- Stella, Aventinus.  
 Hoegarden, Goose Island,and Weasel Boy Glasses. 
Alan Shubert 
 Maple Mead 
Matt Boyes  
 4 Beers 
John C and Donna H  
 750Ml Brooklynner-Schneider Hoppen Weisse 
 17.7 oz Sam Smith Winter Welcome 
 16.9 oz Sprecher Abbey Trippel 
Dennis Szabo  
 Dinkle Ackle Mug 
 

SNOBôs 2010 Calendar of Events 
 

February 2010 
February 1St  (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM  

Sachsenheim Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland 
February 9th: The Beer Engine Brewer Collaborationsô Beer 
Dinner 
February 9th: Great Lakes Brewing Company Brewmasters Dinner 
February 14th: Opening Day of OrgeFest at The Brew Kettle 
February 15th: Fatheads Beer Dinner 
February 17th (Wednesday):  SNOBs Nite Out At The Brew Kettle 
    8377 Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 44136-1637 
February 21th: Rock Bottom Winter Warmer Festival 
February 27thth: Winking Lizard Independence Barley Wine 
Festival 
March 2010 
March 1st (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  
 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
March 6th Beer and No Sweat, Tour of Michigan and Detroit  
            Breweries 
March 17th: Saint Patrickôs Day, Kegs and Eggs @ Beer Engine 
March TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out ï TBA 
March 22nd ï April 1st:  (AHA) First round National Homebrew  

Competition Entries due 
April 2010 
April 5th (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  
 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
April TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out - TBA 
May 2010 
May 1st (Saturday):  (AHA) Big Brew National Homebrew Day 
    Great Taste of the Midwest ticket Request 
    Mailing Day  
May 3rd (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  
 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
May TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out - TBA 
June 2010 
June 7th (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  



 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
June 17th ï 19th:  (AHA) National Homebrewerôs Conference,  
 Minneapolis, MN ñChillin in Minnesotaò 
 (AHA) National Homebrew Competition Finals (6/17) 
June TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out - TBA 
July 2010 
July 12th (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  
 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
 
July TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out - TBA 
July 23rd ï 25th: (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) Brew and Canoe 
August 2010 
August 2nd (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  
 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
August 7th (Sat):  (AHA) Mead Day 
August TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out ï TBA 
August 14

th
 Great Taste of the Midwest 

September 2010 
September 3rd ï 6th:  Berea Oktoberfest at Berea Fairgrounds 
September 13th (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM  

Sachsenheim  Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
September TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out - TBA 
Late September TBA:  (Friday thru Sunday) Oktobeerfest!!!!! 
October 2010 
October 4th (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  
 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
October TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out - TBA 
November 2010 
November 1st (Monday):  SNOBs Meeting @ 7:30PM Sachsenheim  
 Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue, Cleveland  
 Officer Elections. 
Saturday, November ?:  Teach a Friend to Homebrew 
November TBA:  SNOBs Nite Out - TBA 
December 2010 
No monthly Meeting 
Early December TBA: SNOBs Christmas Party. 
 
Why you shouldnôt drink fizzy yellow beer Part II. 
 

 

Membership Form 
 

Society of Northeast Ohio Brewers 
(SNOBs) 

c/o Tim McDonnell 
2199 Clarence Avenue 
Lakewood, OH  44107 

Individual Membership ($30) 
Dual Membership ($45) 
(Prorated for NEW members if you join after June. 
Contact Tim McDonnell for the current rate.) 
 
Name(s)_______________________________ 
 
  ____________________________________ 
 
Street_________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________ 
 
City___________________________________ 
 
State _________________________________ 
 
Zip Code_______________________________ 
 
Phone   (_______)_______________________ 
 
Email_________________________________ 
 
Newsletters will be sent via e-mail instead of  US 
Post Office mail. 
 
Your name and address may be released to beer 
related business or groups unless you initial 
here_______. 
Todayôs date____________________________ 

 
 



Resear ch  co n f i r m s t h at  d r in k in g  b eer  g ives yo u  t h e sam e b en ef i t s 

yo g a d o es !!!  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Man all that yoga has made me thirsty! 

  

 

 

Then we could have Lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The editor apologizes to anyone who is actually a yoga enthusiast. 


